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Reducing Lightning Fatalities Globally N ew statistics show that the United States had 16 lightning deaths in 2017, the lowest number recorded for its population, which is now more than 325 million. In recent years, the average number of deaths per year has been around ten per 100 million population, with a downward trend (see Figure 1) . Some credit was given to the weatherreporting services for their lightning awareness education programs [1] .
When I looked into this topic, I found that researchers have collected information on lightning fatalities from 26 countries, which are the only countries where researchers could find some form of reporting on these incidents [2] . The average number of deaths was determined to be more than 4,000 fatalities per year in just those 26 countries, and the implication from the data is that many more deaths occur that aren't reported, especially in developing or undeveloped countries.
In the United States prior to 1950, lightning fatalities were averaging more than 300 per year per 100 million population, with a downward trend attributed to the population moving from rural to urban areas [3] . The data seem to show that rural populations have a higher lightning risk, partly due to agricultural activities and the lack of safe locations to take shelter.
There are research and education programs in some parts of the world that are trying to impact these numbers. The African Centres for Lightning and Electromagnetics Network (ACLENet) has a website that describes its activities, which include education, designing and building shelters in rural areas, and installing lightning protection systems in school buildings [4] . Researchers in India have made a detailed analysis of available data in that country [5] . If you search for education or research in your country, you may find programs initiated by news organizations and schools. The references shown are available online and make for interesting reading.
While Figure 1 shows some progress in reducing lightning fatalities in the United States, it is very difficult to measure progress globally as many countries may not have accurate historical data. The published global estimate of more than 4,000 fatalities per year shows that there is a need for education at all levels and for all ages, in schools, in the workplace, and at home.
How can you get involved? In your area, you can look for an opportunity to speak about lightning safety at may/june 2018 IEEE Industry Applications Magazine a school or a community meeting. If you aren't a public speaker, you could help organize the schedule for a meteorologist to speak on the topic. You can search for a network similar to the ACLENet in your region or country and volunteer as a leader or contribute with a donation. Be creative! IEEE Members like you can be a helpful resource to organizations working to reduce these electrical fatalities.
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in ways that have brought significant value to society and humanity. The nomination and ultimate selection processes are rigorous. I have a vivid memory of a conversation with a colleague whom I truly admired for his sincerity in his efforts to recognize peers in the IAS. He was an IEEE Fellow and had received numerous awards, including some of the most prestigious IAS and IEEE awards. He told me that taking time to see peers recognized was his most rewarding professional experience.
Today is tomorrow's yesterday. What will you do today that will be worth mentioning tomorrow? My examples are just a tiny slice of possibilities but could make a difference for someone.
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